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Final Paper 
 
Critical Thought and Presentation Analysis Paper  

Over the course of the semester, we regularly discussed how a tyranny of the majority, the complacency 
of the majority, or oppressive control by a minority affects peoples' lives. Your objective is to consider 
how tyranny of the majority connects to four themes from the arts we reviewed, along with examples 
from student presentations.  (This is also why I had you do the PPT reviews.) 

 Greatest good for society as it affects individual rights and freedoms 
 The consequences of not thinking for oneself as it pertains to apathy, complacency, peer 

pressure, etc. 
 Ethical obligations and the implications of moral relativism 
 Commodity fetishism and how it impacts humans and the planet 

Choose three works of art from the list below and one work of art from the student presentations that 
connect to each concept. There are 12 pieces on the list. You need to reference each one by the end of 
your paper.  Make sure you thoroughly explain the connections with illustrative examples from the 
supporting art. You do not need to specifically reference the arts, but if you choose to include lyrics, 
quotes, etc., be sure to include basic citations like this (Rangoon, Aung Ko). 
 
In your conclusion, discuss what you’ve learned about the connections between politics and art this 
semester and what you learned by putting together your own presentation.  
 
There is no word limit, but I expect to fully develop your responses would require ~2,000 words. Be sure 
to follow the Standard Format for Written Work—esp. double-space, break ideas into paragraphs, do not 
bullet point your paper, and pay particular attention to properly formatting the works of art. See course 
schedule for due date and late terms.  
 
As always, if you have questions, please ask me.  

Atrocities of the State 

1. Beyond Rangoon 
2. Choose one of the following   

o Super Mario Asylum State 
o Htein Lin's paintings 
o Kester's sculptures 
o Khalid Albaih's political cartoons 

Prosperity 

1. An Enemy of the People 
2. The Lorax 
3. The Extraordinary Journey of the Fakir Who Got Trapped in an IKEA Wardrobe (you can just go with 

The Fakir) 
4. Choose one of the following 

o Blue Sky Mine   
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o Little Boxes 
o Tear of the Cloud 
o Frank's €1 BILLION Home 
o Scraphead Services 
o Fridge Magnet Gallery, Set 8 
o Vincent Huang's installations 
o Rotterdam Floating Pavilion 
o The migration art: 2016, La Mer Morte, Border Cantos Series, Woven Chronicle, Suitable 

Accommodation 

Identity & Representation 

1. The Birdcage 
2. The Boondocks 
3. All in the Family  

Utopia/Dystopia  

1. The Matrix 
2. Zombies (The Walking Dead and Zombies 101 Preparedness Guide) 
3. Choose one of the following 

o Frank Lloyd Wright's architecture 
o M.C. Escher's art 
o Dionisio Gonzalez's architecture 
o Eric Picksgill’s photographs  


