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Project	Paper	Assignment	
 
The objective of your project paper is to identify a political concept/issue and use various 
works of art to analyze the political concepts, issues, and/or themes of each. We have done 
this several times in class. For instance, we discussed political propaganda as a tool used by 
states to further their agendas. We discussed various aspects of this theme in terms of 
nationalism, oppression, the enemy, ethics, truth, and so on. Your job is to do the same 
thing for the topic you chose.  
 
Choose five different forms of art that relate to your theme for your paper. You need to 
have at least one from each of the three mediums (print, A-V, fine arts). You may	not use 
any artistic works or products of those creators discussed at any length in class. 

 
Print	

o Novel/ novella 
o Play 
o Epic poem 
o Poem 
o Comic book 
o Comic strip 
o Cartoon cel 
o Graphic novel 

or manga 
 

 

Audio/Audio‐Visual	
o Film 
o Television 

program 
episode 

o Song with lyrics 
o Musical 

composition 
without lyrics 

o Video game 
o Music video 
o Dance piece 

Fine	Arts	
o Sculpture 
o Painting 
o Photograph 
o Installation 
o Engraving 
o Etching 
o Stained glass 
o Woodblock 
o Silk screen 

 

 
 
I do not want you to consult critics, historians, or anyone else for the art you choose. 
Instead, I want you to interpret the meaning and relate the art to your topic. I cannot 
emphasize enough that your analysis should be your own and in your own words. 
However, during your perusal of the art you choose, you borrow ideas from someone else 
about the significance of the art, you need to reference that source, but this is not a 
research paper- it’s a critical thought paper. I highly discourage you from quoting outside 
sources, as you should strive to put these ideas in your own words then cite that source.  
 
Use the following format for your paper: 
 
Introduction	

 The purpose of an introduction is to introduce your topic, the key 
themes/concepts/issues you will discuss in your paper, and each of the works of art. 
These comments should constitute a brief paragraph. 

 
The	Concepts	&	Art (then headers for each concept/issue/theme) 

Identify three or four main concepts/issues/themes for your topic. For each political 
point you discuss: 

o Explain each concept/issue/theme as it relates to your topic 
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o Draw from the theoretical concepts we’ve discussed  
o Describe each work of art and its significant to the concept/issue/theme  

 A brief plot summary, meaning of the poem, elements of a picture, 
musical elements description, etc. 

 What might have influenced the artist? 
 Consider the significance of the qualities of the art, the political 

statement, and implications; how they relate to the concept and your 
overarching topic  

 When you examine the works of art, you should refer to the 
Qualities to Consider for Works of Art that details meaning, 
context, formalism, and interpretation as a way to think about 
the political significance of the art in relation to your topic. You 
should also think about 
o The political statement of the artwork/artist  
o The political implications of the production/ intention/ 

marketing/etc. of the piece 
o How do the works of art connect together? How do your art choices 

demonstrate the concepts/issues/themes you identified? How do they 
intersect with one another? How do the arts collectively tie together in 
relation to the overarching theme? 

 
Conclusion	

o The conclusion is your last opportunity to convince the reader of the strength of the 
connections you made in your paper. You should highlight the main political 
concepts/issues/themes that connect the art and relate to the bigger topic to 
reiterate their significance. You should end by explaining how exposure to these 
works of art better help the public to understand the political theme you chose.  

 
You have a 2,000	word	maximum (excluding headers, footnotes, references, etc.) 
Remember to follow the paper guidelines detailed below, paying particular attention to 
properly formatting the works of art. Reference all works of arts and any sources you cite 
as footnotes in your paper. I don’t care which style guide you use (MLA, APSA, etc.), but be 
consistent and be sure you give the title of the work, creator, and year for all artwork.  
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Paper	Guidelines	
Grading for all papers is based on following: 

 
 The	Basics 

 No handwritten assignments are accepted 
 Page numbers 
 Stapled 
 Double-spaced 
 Prescribed margins: 1” all around  
 Prescribed font: Times Roman 12 pt. font (or MAC similar) 
 List Word	Count at end of paper 

 
 Quality	of	Writing		

	
 Edited and proof-read 

o Clarity in writing 
o Well-organized 
o Grammatically sound 
o Appropriate length paragraphs 
o Properly format names of all readings and mediums 

o All of the following should be italicized for in-paper references  
 Books, plays, novellas, graphic novels, manga, comic strips, epic 

poems, periodicals, journals, films, programs (TV, radio, cartoons), 
computer/ video games, albums, ballets, operas, orchestral works, 
paintings, visual arts, and sculptures 

o All of the following should be in “quotations marks” for in-paper 
references 

 Short stories, articles, specific TV/radio program episodes, poems, 
songs, short musical compositions, book chapters,  

 Fact-check your information for film and reading references:  
o You should have the correct character names/ titles of the characters and 

references to information for the films (never use actors’ names). 
Correctly spell character names, places referenced, etc. A good reference 
for film characters can be found at imdb.com.  

 Direct quoting films or readings should be avoided for reaction papers. For the 
critical thought paper, you may reference dialogue in the films, at which time 
you may directly quote that content, so long as you use quotation marks to 
distinguish the quote, and indicate the speaker. Also be sure you put the quote 
into context. For example: 

o “Toto, I’ve got a feeling we’re not in Kansas anymore,” since 
everything is in Technicolor (Dorothy).   
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o After everything appears in Technicolor, Dorothy says to Toto, 
“I’ve got a feeling we’re not in Kansas anymore.”  

 Introduction and conclusion 
 Clarity in writing 
 Well-organized 
 Grammatically sound (consistent tense, person, etc.) 
 Appropriate length paragraphs 
 Proper and consistent citations 

 
 Overall	Content	

 Written in own words rather than quoting passages or dialogue (the latter in limited 
use is acceptable for the critical thought paper) 

 Critically analyzed artwork 
o Integrated examples of readings/mediums to support points 

 Synthesized ideas/ relationship between the individual artwork as well as the 
works of art and their connection to the abstract concepts covered 

 Supported ideas with all artistic works covered in class 

	
 


